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ADVERTISE, ME N. 


ME. | 
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H E following Letter was RT fon 
the Highland: of Scotland, in Sum- 
mer 1746, at the Requeſt of a Friend, and 
never intended for the Publick ; but no 
wrticular Account of the Battle 'of Cullo- 
3 den having as yet appeared, it is hoped this 
may not be unacceptable, as it tends to re- 
move ſome Miſtakes that have hitherto pre- 
vail'd, with reſpect to that Affair; and con- 
tains a Number of Facts which bnly coud i 
have fallen within the Knowledge df one 
D nearly concern'd as the Author. The 
Hardſhips he at that Time underwent, and 
the Dangers he myſt have, been expoſed i 
to, no doubt occaſion'd' its bei written in 
2 Hurry; but the Publiſher chuſes rather it 
/ Thou'd appear as it is, than take _ 1 
= 0 make Fi Alterati ions 
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and Army having not 
behay'd with their uſual 7 


* 
* 


; Bravery, or that ſoms = 
$ of their. pridcipal Ole + 


Dj 


. 
& - 


Fee ficers had not done th 
Duty, which might 


gion; 


* 


were 


IC” b s 


#1 8588 651 a deer Force, "Br hee” 
Field of Battle was ill choſe, which gave 
the Duke of Cumberland great Advantage, 

eſpecially in his Cannon and Horſe. Ano- 
ther Mis fortune they lay under, was a total 
Want of Proviſions, ſo that they were re- 
duced to the Neceſſity, either of fighting an 
Army a Third ſtronger, ſtarve or diſperſe. 
1 ſhall let you know what happen'd the 
Day of the Battle, and the precedigg Day, 
ſo far as conſiſts with my Knowledge. 
Gat the 15th, all thoſe of the Highland f 
Army, who were aſſembled, were drawn up 
in Line of Battle upon a Moor, South from 
N facing Eaſtward ; this was doric very 
© early. in. the Morning, as it was known, that 
| uke of Cumber and had come to Nairn 
BY 15 ight before; but as he did not move 
in th e. Morning, it Was judg d, that AE -. 
wou'd not march that Day, it being his 

28 Birth Day, and as his Troops had made no. 

halt from the Time they leſt Aberdeen, it 

Was reaſonable to think he wou'd give them 

a Day's Reſt. 35 

About Ten Click, "Lai George Mar- 

ray deſired Brigadier Stapleton and Colo- 

1 54 Ker, to 2 — the Water of Airn, near 

where the Army was , drawn up (not fa 
ſtom the Place where tile Battle was fougit 
next Day) to take a View of the hilly 
Ground on the South Side of the Water, 


which, to him, ee to be 8 and une ven, 
| | cone 


* 


ter two or three Hours they return d, = | 
reported, that the Ground was rough and 
rugged; moſſy and ſoft, ſo that no Horſe 
could be of Uſe there; that the Aſcent 
| "from. the Water Side was ficep 5 
were but two or three Places in about three 
or four Miles where the Horſe cou'd crols, - ; 
| the Banks being inacceſſable; they cou 
not tell what kind of Ground was at a 
greater Diſtance; but the Country People „ 
inform d them, that for a great Way it Was 
much the fame. Upon this Information. E 
other Side of the Water ſhou d be the Place 8 
for the Army to be drawn up in Line f 
Battle next 5 but this was not agreed 
to; it was ſaid, that it look'd like ſhunning 
the Enemy, being a Mile farther than the 
Moor they were then upon, and at a greater 
| Diſtance from {nverneſs, which it was 18. 


| rack 0 


7 


__ a much more proper for Hi % 
— for the Ground they were drawn 
up on, was a large plain Moor; and tho: 


in ſome Parts it was interſpers'd with Moſs, 


and deep Ground, yet, for the moſt Part, by 3 


was a fair Field, and good for Horſe ; - 


„and there 


Lord George Murray propos'd, 


ſoly'd not to abandon, i great deal of An 


It was then propos d to make 9 
the Duke of Cumberland's Army _ 
in their Camp, which, if it con'd be done 


before One or Two o'Clock i in the Vier- 


- 


munition and Baggage being leſt there. 4 


ing, y * 
4 4 
* 
b 
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ing, might (tho a deſperate Attempt) have 

2 Chance of ſucceeding : Several of the Of- 
ficers liſten'd to this, as they knew the Duke 
of Cumberland was much ſuperior in Num- 
ber to the Highlanders. The Objections 

{ . to it were, That a great many of the Arm 
i had riot yet joined, particularly Keppoch, 
| Maſter of Lovar, Clunie, Gleng yle, the 
'F M*Kenzies, and many of Glengarie's Men, | 
1 and other Regiments, which were all ex, 
FX pected in two or three Days, or ſooner; anỹda 

they ſhou'd fail in the Attempt, and be 
repulſed, it wou'd not be eaſy rallying the 
Highlanders in the Dark: That if the Duke 
of Cumberland was alarm'd by any of the 
| * Patrols (ſuppoſe no Spy ſhou'd give him In- 
3Z telligence) he might have Time to put his 
Kumy in Order in their Camp, place his 
Cannon, charg'd with Cartouch Shot, as ne 
Had a Mind, and his Horſe might be all in 
Readineſs, ſo as to purfue, if the Highlan- 

ders were beat off. And, laſtly, the Dif- 
1 ficulty of making the Retreat, with perhaps 
many wounded Men, whom the Higblan- 
| ders will never leave behind, if it's poſſible 
to bring them off. It's to be obſery'd, that 

there was no Intelligence of the Situation | 
of the Enemy's Camp; add to this, how fa- 
tiguing it wou d be to march back ward 
and forward twenty Miles, and probably be 
vbliged to fight next Day, even cou'd: my 


FIN 
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make a ſafe Retreat, and not be attac 


fore they join d the reſt of their Army. © 


On the other hand, the 'P-— was very 
much bent for the Nig -ht Attack, and ſaid; 


he had Men ed to beat the Enemy, 


whom he beliey'd were utterly diſpirited, 
and wou'd never ftand a brisk and bold At- 
t⸗ck. The Duke of Perth, and Lord 7ohn 


Drummond ſeem'd to reliſh it, and Lord 
George Murray, Lochiel, with others, were 
induc'd to make a fair Trial of what cou'd 


be done, though they were ſenſible of the 
Danger, ſhou'd it miſcarry: They obſery'd 


fear d they wou'd be worſe” next Day, ex- 


$ 


with much Concern, the "Wane of Provifi- 
ons; the Men had only got that Day's Biſ> 
cuit each; and ſome not that; and it was - 


N 


cept they cou'd take Proviſions from the 


Enemy; and they had Reaſon to believe, 


that if the Men were allo wd to diſperſe, to 
ſhift for ſome Meat, which many of them 


wou'd do, if the Army continu'd there all 


Night; that it wou'd be very difficult to al- 


ſemble them in the Event of a ſudden A. 4 


larm; which, conſidering the Nearneſs of 


the Enemy y, might reaſonably be ſuppos d; : E 


and as they muſt have lain that Night u 


the Night before, they knew many of the 
Men — diſperſe without Li 
veral Miles Diſtance for Proviſions and 


tem, and that it wou'd be far in the 


* — 


{ 
{ 
- 


* the Moors near Culloden, as they had 5 | 
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before they cou'd be aſſembled again; and 
as Keppoch came up and /join'd the Army 
that Afternoon, they flatter'd themſelves 
the Men they had might do, if they cou'd 
make the Attack by One or Two in the 
Morning; eſpecially if they were undiſco- 
Ut vered, as they had great Hopes they might; 
| for having examin'd the different Roads, 
i] of which they had perfect Intelligence 
|] from the Mc Intoſhes, who liv'd in thofe 
very Parts: They found they cou'd keep 
upon a Moor the whole Way, ſo as to ſnun 
Hlouſes, and be a conſiderable Way from 
(| the high Road that leads from Inverneſs to | 
21 Nairn. They alſo conſider'd, That in the 
| . Event of making the Attack, ſhou'd they 
be beat off, without the defir'd ' Succeſs, 
they might before Day-break get back as far 
as Culraict, which was very ſtrong Ground, 
and from thence by a Hill they cou'd re- 
tire the whole Way on the South Side of ä 
the Water of Airn, till they were join d 
by their Friends, whom they expected, and 
by the Straglers; nor did they believe the 
Enemy wou'd follow (ſuppoſe the Higb- 
lader, were beat back) till it was good 
Duay- light, as they cou'd ſee about them, 
and ſend out reconoitering Parties, to prevent 
their falling into Snares and Ambuſcades: 
And before all this cou'd be done, tbeπↄẽ Y—- ⁶ 
land Army might have reach'd Cuiraicb, 
and the hilly. Ground on the South — 9 
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2 oe ka where regular 3 oA 
not cafily overtake them, and where theit 
Cannon and Horſe; in which was theit 
greateſt Superiority, wou'd . nen lit-- 
tlc Uſe. 

That they found the Thi was refoly's 


Ito fight the Enemy, without waiting for the 


Succours that were ſoon expected, and with- 
ou retiririg to any ſtronger Ground, or en- 
deavouring to draw the Duke of Cumbers 
$/2nd's Army any farther from the Sea, frem 
whence he got all his Proviſiens that were 
Wbrought in Ships that ſail'd along, = * 
4 puny: march'd' near the Shore: 

For theſe Reaſons, the above G e 
and moſt, if not all others who were os” 
Wo upon the Subject, ſeem'd to think the 


Night Attack might be attempted; but moſt . 
f chem thought they were in very bad Cit- 


nſtances at any Rate; and no Attempt 
J Cou'd well be more deſperate chan their Pe- 
Went Situation. 

About Seven at Night, an Incident naß: 
Jyven' d, that had like to have ftopp'd the de- 
end Attempt, and thereupon many were 
5 eſign d to have given it up as impr 


Men went off to all Sides, eſpecially towards 
nuerne 25 7, and when the Officers who were 
ent on Horſeback to bring them back, came 
up with them: They cou d by no Perſua- 
lion be induc'd to return, giving for Rea- 
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actica- 
ble. The Thing was this, Numbers of the 


9 
N * 
* 
5 
- 
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fel. 


fon, that they were 1 1 


plezs'd; but they would nor 80 back till 
they got ſome. Proviſions... 
But the P— continued . for the At. 
tack,” and poſitive to attempt it, and faid, 
that there was. not a Moment to be loſt; for as 
ſoon as the Men ſhou'd ſee the March be- 
gun, not onc of them would flinch; It 1 was 
near Eight at Night when they mov'd, which 
could not be ſooner, elſe they might have 
been perceived at a conſiderable. Diſtance, 
; and the. Encmy have ſeen them: on their "A 
March. Lord George Murray was in the 
Van, Lord Jobs Drummond in the Center, 
and the Duke of Perth towards the Rear, 
where was alſo the P—, having Fitz- 
FJuamet's Horſe and others with him. Proper 
Directions were given for ſmall Parties to 
poſſeſs all the Roads, that. Intelligence might 
dot be carried to the Enemy. There were 
two Officers. and about thirty Men of the 
ntoſbes in the Front, as Guides, and 
_ ſme of theſe: Men were in the Center and 
Rear, and in other Parts, fo prevent any of 
the Men from loſing their Way in the Dark. 
Before the Van had march'd a "Mile, which 
they did as flow as cou'd well be, to give 
| Time to the Line to follow, there was 
Expreſs aſter Exp refs, ſent to ſtop them, 


2% 2 3 ah 1 . or hgh N this MES 


„ flower, 


| "on a Gil 1e bur! in a abort - 
Wafter, there came Aid de Camps and other 


| Officers, to ſtop them, or at jeaſt to make ” | 


| them go ſhower ; and * theſe Meſſages Lam 
ſure there came near one hundred before the 
Front got ſo far as Culrazck, which retarded” 


them to ſuch à Degree; that the- Night was 7 5 . 


far ſpent; for from the Place the Army bes 
gan the March to Culraict, was but ſix 


Morning when Lord John Drummond came 


| up to the Van, and faid, That ſevetal were A, 


far 3 aa if they aid not ſtop, or 


get N In à little Time after, the Duke 
of Perth! came alſo to the Front, 'and' af 


fired them, that if there Was not 2 Halt, 


; the Rear could not Join. There was a Stop 


accordingly; TLochiel had been moſtly in FD 


the Vag all Night: and his Men were ne 


| Miles, and Hef had Mill four long Miles 0 
1 Nairn. ” 1 
It was now bet One clock 1 in the” > 
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e was afraid the Rear od ot OP 


to the "Athol Men, who were in the Front, By "0 


There” were alſo ſeveral other Officers that 


ame up, chere being a Defile a little Way 


behind, oceafioned by a Wall at the Wood! 


of Culraich, which alfo retarded ne 5 7 


ef thoſe who were beine. 
The Officers talking of ne [20s 


= Places of: 1 the Attacks, it was 0 


e 


SET 


E 2 


5 * 9 
2 * bs 
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* 
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evident, by. 
to march little more than ſix Miles, it wou d 


: 2 the Amy in the Line, on their 


Jahn 
33 difficulted. what to reſolve up+ 
on, Lord George Murray deſired them to, 


young Gentlemen were all for marching on, 


i _ # 


Atzowpt = Four; Thouſand. Nen betbre Y 
x ft as with double that Number. 
aſter it was Light. Mr. Sullivan was alſo. 
come up to the, Front, and it being now: 
the Fime the Army had taken 


5 HEY." #4 


be impoſſible to make the other Part of the 
Ach which was about four Miles before 
it was clear Day-light,: beſides. the Time 
that muſt be ſpent in making the Diſpoſiti- 

on; fox the Attack, as it could not be done 


March. Mr. Fulliuam ſaid, he had -juſt, 
then, come from the P>—, who was very 
deſirous the Attack ſhould be made: But 
4 Lord George Murray led the Van, and 
chu 'd judge of the Time, he left it to, him, 
whether to do it or not. There were ſeve- 
ral. Gentlemen having join'd. the Athol Men 
as; Volunteers had walked all Night in the 
Front, and as the Duke of Perth, Lord 
Drummond, and the other Officers,” 


give their Opinion, for they were all dee 
ned in the Conſequence. The | 


and.cager tocome to an Engagement, — 
os ewe: bundance of Courage; for 
N eee been inqthe hilt Ace had 


„ ficers were of a Agens Opi 
al of them expreſs d. A N 43 
cher ſaid, I 9 they had been as much for 
the Night. Attack as any Bo y could: ba, Fx 
and it was not their Fault that it ws net 
done, but blamed thoſe in the Rear, he 
had marched ſo ſlow, and retardei the reſt 
| of the Army. Lord George Murnay ws 
of the ſame Way of n ing. and ſaid, If | | 1 1 
they cou'd have made the Attack, it was „ 
the beſt Chance they had, eſpecially it 
they cou d have ſurprized the Enemy but 
to attack a Camp ahn were near double 
their Number in Day-light, hen hex 
con'd be pre e them, mult 9 
be reckoned Madneſs by every Bo,, 
2 very Time Mr. John Hay came 1 4 
up, p. and ſaid, that the Line was joiced z be- 
de informed the Reſolution was talen te. 
return, he began to argne upon the Point, 
but it was too late. This was the "Center - 
man the Army blamed for want ef Prewit 
ſoons (he 4 the Super-ingendency * 1 
thoſe Things) but with What Juftice I Thalt 5 5 1 =. 
not take upon me to fay. It was about T j "8 
o' Clock in the Morning (the Halt not be- 
ing aboye a Quarter of an Hout): when the 
went back in two Columns, the Rear facing „ 4 
about, and the Van taking another V at . Ml 
a hotly, > Diftance.... They Mw a Yiew py; be „ 
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an as they did not ſhun paſſing near Houſes, | 
as they had done in advancing, they march- | 


ed very quick; Day- light began to appear 


in about an Hour: They got to Culloden 


pretty early, ſo that the Men had three or 


or four Hours now They kilt'd what Cat- 


tle and Sheep they could find; but few of 


them had Tir ime to make any Thing ready, 
before the Alarm came of the Enemy! be- 


ing on tneir March, and approaching. The 


| Horſe of of the p. Army had en all 


on ſo hard Duty for Kverul Days and 
N ights before, that none of them were fit 
for patrolling, at that Time. T. it ame cs 


| Horſe, and ſeveral others, had gone to In- 


verneſs to refreſh ;/{o that at firſt ĩt was not 
known whether it was: an advanc'd Party, 


. . 5 or the Duke of Cumberland's whole Am: : 


However, the Highlanders got ready as 
quick as poſſible, and marched through the 
Parks of Culloden in Battalions, juſt as they 
happened to be lying, to the Moor on the 
South Side, facing Eaſtward, and about 
Half a Mile farther back than where they 
had been drawn up the Day before. 
Lord George Murray once more pro- 
poſed to paſs the Water of Arn,” as being 


the ſtrongeſt Ground, and much che fitteſt 
for Highlanders, and Clunie, who was ex- 


pected every Moment, was to come on that 
side; but wu was not agreed to, for the ſame 
Reaſon 


| Y _ : Py T 1 1 2 2 3 7 


8 0 4 


namely, that it Was like ſhutining the Ene- „ 


nere 


rs 


Pat. 


Reaſon that Was given the Day beſte”; Y 


my, and abandoning Inverneſs. pr 
to Mr. Sull;van, he told him he was affai 
the Enemy would have great Adyantages 
in-; that plain Moor, both in their Horſe 
and Cannon: But he anſwered, T hat he 
was ſure Horſe cou'd' be of no Uſe there, 
becauſe there were ſeveral Bogs and Moral: 
ſes; but, I am ſorry to ſay it, the Event . 
prov'd otherwiſe. Mr. & allicus 3 
the Army in Line of Battle, being bo 
Najeblin and Quarter-maſter-General, 15 
the Right near to ſome Encloſures near tie 
Water of Airn, and the Left towards tis 
Parks of Culladen. I can't juſtiy tell what 5 i 
Order they were drawn up in, there had been 


ſome Diſputes 4 Day or two before about '# 1 
the Rank, but no Body, 


who had any R- 9 
gard for the Common Cauſe inte upon i 


fach Things on that Occaſion. 3 | 


- Thoſe ho! had gone off the Night bes - 
foie and early that Morning to . 
and other Parts, had now Joined, and . 
Maſter of Lovat was come up with a con- 
ſiderable Recruit of his Men; it was ob- 
ſerved, that upon the Right, there were 
Park- Walls under which ſo many of the 
Enemy could _— and Flank the 
ren tt, "Mp 1 | 
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POM that Wing, was very. deſirous 


to haye advanced and thrown.them down; 
but as this would have broke the Line, 
and the Enemy forming their Line of Bat- 
tle very. near. that Place, it was judged. by 


thoſe about him, too dangerous to attempt. 


Both Armies being formed, the Cannon- 


ading began on both Sides, after which 


there were ſomeAlterations made 1 in the Diſ- 
| ge of the two Armies, by 1. 1 


roops from the Second Line to the Firſt, 
as both endeavoured to out-flank one anos 


ther. The Highlanders were much gal led hy 


the Enemy s Cannon, apd were growing 


io impatient, that they called out for the 
Attack; upon which it was judged proper 
do attack, and Orders were given accor 
Iy. Tbe Right Wing advanced firft, as the 


whole Line did much at the ſame Time, 
and gave the Onſet with their uſual Intrepi pi 
dity. The Left Wing did not go in Sword in 


LE: Hand, imagining they . ſhould be Flanked 


by a "Regiment of 5 and ſome Horſe 


Sch the Enemy brought up about, that 
Time from. their Second Line or Corps de 


Reſerve. - When the Right Wing were 
within Piſtol-ſhot of the Enemy, they re- 


cCecived a moſt terrible Fire, not only in 
F ay: but alſo in Flank, from a ſide Bat- 


ed by the Campbels, &c: not- 
cating which, * went in Sword in 
Hand, 


.es DE Woe .es. mw gM WH tO 
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Hand, after giving their Fire, cloſfe to he. I 
Enemy, and tho they were received I | 
them with their Spontoons and Bayonets, 
the Two Regiments of Foot that were up- 
on the Enemy's Left, would have been en- 
tirely cut to Pieces, had they not been 
immediately ſupported by two other Re- 
giments from their Second Line. As it 
was; theſe two Regiments (being Barrels 
and "Monro s) had aboye Two Hundred Men 
killed and "wounded, Two Regiments of 
Dragoons coming up on the ſame Side, en- 
tirely -broke that Wing of the Highlanders: 75 

and 8 three Battalions of the Right 'of 
the Second Line were brought up Los: gave 
their Fire very well, yet the Ground and 
every thing elſe, was 10 favourable to the 
Enemy, that nothing could be done but 4 
total Rout enſued. 

am poſitively inform's; that the whats 
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d Highland Army, did not conſiſt of above 
fe Five Thouſand fighting Men, and the 
at ¶ Duke of Cumberland's muſt have been at 
je leaſt above Eight Thouſand, In the one 
re Army there were not above One Hun- 
= dred and Fifty Horſe, of which one _—_ 
m || was of the b of Fitz-Tames's 

t- che other Army they had Eleven or Trav 


t- Hundred. When, a Misfartune en . 
n Peoples are apt to throw the Blame upon 
Te | F 
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en and Cauſes, which frequently are the 


Effects of Malice or Ignorance, without 
i” knowing the Tea] Springs or Motives, 
Some are of Opinion, that the Night 
Attack could have been made; but I am 
convinced of the contrary, for the follow- 
ing Reaſons? | 

hs 4 Highland Army, when they halted 
near Culraick, were not above Four Thou- 
fand Men; they had four Miles to march, 
Part of e were to have made a bal 


derable Circumference, 1o that it wou'd 


have been Sun-riſe before they cou'd have 


made the Attack. The Ground about Nairn 


Where the Enemy were encamped, was 2 


hard dry Soil, and plain Moors for three 


Miles round, except where. the Sea inter- 


yencd, the neareſt ſtrong and ure ven Ground 
being the Wood of Culraict. Let it be 


3 that the H. ighlanders had made an 


Attack in broad Daylight upon the Enemy, 
double their Number in their Camp, who 
were well refreſhed by a Day, and two 
Night's Reſt, with Plenty of all kinds of 
Proviſions, . with their Cannon pointed as 
they thought proper, and their Horſe drawn 
up to their Wiſh, in a fine Plain, What 

muſt the Conlequence have been! ? What 
muſt be {aid of Officers, who led Men on 
in ſuch Circumſtance and in ſuch Situation? 
Won i not haye been certain Death and 
De- 


4 . Wee 


fl 
E. Deſtruklion to all who had made the At- 
i tack ? Would it not have been ſaid (and 
* juftly' too) why go on in ſo deſperate an 
1 Attempt, ſeeing it cou d not be done by 
Surprize and undiſcovered, as w rojected? 
Why not try the Chance of a air Battle, 
by retiring and being joined by the reſt of 
the Army, as well thoſe who had with-. 
drawn the” Night before, as a great many o- 
thers' who were hourly expected, where alſo 
they would have Cannon, and miglit have 
the Choice of the Field of Battle; by this 
Means there Was a fair a byche oy 
there was none. 3 
As to the Moveddouoad Facts, you may 
rely upon them. I ſaw the Duke of Pert » 5 
the Duke of Athol, Lord Ar Drummond 
Jord George Murray; Lord Ogilvie, Colow 
nel Ctetwart of Artſhiell, Colonel Fohy Roy: 
Stewart, Lord Nairn, and ſeveral: others at 
Ruthvenin Badenoch, on the Friday after the 
Battle; they all agreed on the fam? Things. 
There is one Thing I muſt take Notice o, 
That from the Beginning of the whole Af. 
fair, till that Time, there had never ben 4 
the eaſt Diſpute or Miſunderſtanding among 
any of the 3 Some found Faul, 75 
that the Night March was undertaken, ſee 
12 there was not a Certainty of reaching 
—— in Time to make the e 78 : 
ay-light ; as' alſo that they had too few 


4 
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Men. Ho 1 Amin to this, there. was 15no 1047 
doubted when the March was begun, but 
that there would be abundance of Time; 
their greateſt Precaution was to take Care 
not to be diſcovered. The Highlanders 
had often made very quick Marches in the 
Night-time. The French Piquets, I believe, 
were in the Rear, and were not ſo cleyer in 
Marching. The Moor they went thro' 
was more plaſhy than was expected, and 
they were obliged to make ſome Turns to 
fun Houſes, and there were two or three 
Defiles that took up a good deal of Time 
to paſs. The Guides, tho. they knew the 
Ground very well, yet were not Judges 
what Time it would take to march thoſe 
ten Miles, as they were called, tho by Rea 
Fon of the indirect Road, wuf have been 
much more. 

- Notwithſtanding all Pre 1 am perſuaded 
that the Clans. (ha they not been retarded 
by repeated Orders and Mefſages) would 
have reached Nairn by Two o Clock in the 
Morning. As for their Numbers, tho' not 

Half that of the Enemy, they might very 
probably have ſucceeded, for had they made 
the Attack undiſcovered, ſo as to have got Wl ; 
in Sword in Hand, they had undoubted Hy 
cut their Enemies to pieces. Nothing 
- deed is more uncertain than the mtg 
: 22255 Night Attacks are moſt of all ſub- 
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ject to Diſappointments. This March and 
Countermarch, was too ſure, as T hinge 
turn'd out, a great Diſadvantage; it fa- 
tigued the Men much, and the Time 
might have been much better employed; 

a Council of War might have been obtain 4, 
in which, doubtleſs, a Reſolution wou'd 


have been taken to chuſe a more adyanta- 
gious Field of Battle, and perhaps have 


poſtponed fighting, till the Succours .that 
were coming up with the utmoſt Expedi- 
tion, ſhould join. Councils: of War were 
ſeldom held, and were out of Requeſt 
from the Ti ime the Army marched into 
England. I remember Ks two that were 


held there, one at Brampron, in regard of 


beſieging Carliſie, or going to attack Ge- 
neral Wade; the other was at Carliſle, 
where it was reſolved to march forward. 
What happen'd at Derby was accidental: 
Moſt of the Officers being at the P 
Quarters, and taking into their Conſiderati- 
on their Situation, they were all unanimous. 
in adviſing the P — to retreat, rather than 
come to an Engagement, without almoſt a 
Certainty of Succeſs, in a Country that 
| ſtood waiting to declare for the Conquerors z 


in which Caſe a Defeat to his Army there 


muſt have proved fatal. 4 
L think there was but one Council of 
War called after they returned to W 
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and that was near Creiſt the Day after the 
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retreat from & tirling, where there was ſome 
Difference in Opinion; ſome at firſt being 


for the Army going all one Road, but it 
was at laſt agreed fo march for Inverneſs, 


in two ſeperate Bodies, the one by the High- 


laud Road, and the other by the Coaſt, The 


Day of the Battle of Falkirk, the Officers 
were cal}'d together in the Field, where the 
Army was drawn up betwixt Bannockburn 


and Torwood, and they all agreed to march 


ſtrait to the Enemy. As to the Retreat 


from Stirling, it was adviſed by many of 


the principal Officers, particularly the Clans. 


They drew up their Reaſons, and ſigned 
them at Falkirk, three Days before the "at 


treat was made ; the Chief of which was, 
a vaſt Number of their Men had gone 
Home, after the Battle, and were not re- 
turn'd, and that as the Siege of Stirling Caſtle 


Was not advancing, they did not think it 


ad viſcable to fight in ſuch Circumſtances. 
This Letter has been much longer than T 
intended: But before I conclude, I muft 
acquaint you with a Propoſal that was made 
fix Weeks before the Battle of Cntloder : 
Sc me Officers propos d ſending up Meal to 
ſeveral Places in the H. e and in par- 
ticular towards Badenelh, that in the Event 


= of the Drive of e marching to 
3 Inuver. 


; 
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portunities would have offered to attack 


— 3 - 
Inverneſs, before the Army was gathefed, 
they might retreat for a few Days, till they 
could aſſemble; or, if a Misfortune ſhould 

happen by a Defeat, there might be ſome 
Provifions in thoſe Parts ; but this was 
reckoned a timorous Advice, and was re- 
jected as ſuch ; tho* I have Reaſon to think 
it was the Opinion of almoſt all the High- 
land Officers, who were not for precipitate- 
ing any Thing. There is no doubt to be 
made, but that the Highlanders could have 
avoided fighting, till they had found their 
Advantage by ſo doing: They could have 
made a Summer's Campaign, without run- 

ning the Riſque of any Misfortune ; they 


could have marched-thro' the Hills to Places 


in Bamfſhire, Aberdeenſhire, the Mearns, 
Perthſhire, Lochaber, and Arg ylſhire, by 
Ways that Regular Troops could not have 


* 
2 


followed; and if they had ventur'd 5 


the Mountains, it muſt have been attended 


with great Danger and Difficulty ; their 
Convoys might have been cut off, and Op- 


them with -almoſt a. Certainty of Succeſs : 
And tho' the Highlanders had neither Mo- 
ney nor Magazines, they would not have 
ſtarv'd in that Seaſon of the Year, ſo long 
as there were Sheep and Cattle; they could 


alſo have ſeperated themſelves in two ox 
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mon Soldiers, t 


fog! 


three different Bodies, got Meal for. ſome 


Pays Proviſion, met again at a Place ap- 


inted, and might have fallen upon the 
| cl where they leaſt expected: They 
cou'd have marched in three Days, what 
would have taken regular Troops five; nay, 
had thoſe taken the high Roads (as often 
they would have been. obliged, upon Ac- 
count of their Carriages) it would have 
taken them ten or twelve Days; [in ſhort, 
they might have been ſo harraſs'd and 
fatigu'd, that they muſt have becn in the 
greateſt Diſtreſs and Difficulties, and at 
length probably been deſtroy d, at leaſt 
much might have been expected by gain- 
ing of Time, perhaps the Highlanders 
might have been enabled to have made an 


offenfive, inſtead of a defenſive War. This 


was the Opinion of many of the Officers 
who conſidered the Conſequences of loſing 
a Battle: They knew well, that few High- 


Lander: 5 Join; heartily againſt them ſo 


— as they continy'd. entire; but would 
a Defeat: 
One reat. Ob) jekten to this, was, That 
the Tri Officers v6 were as brave Men, 
and zealous in the Cauſe as any cou'd be) 
and ſome. of the Low Country, Gentlemen, 
could not well endure the Fatigue of a 
Highland Campaign; and as to the Com- 
— came from F. rance, there 

| ere 
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were not above 400 of them remaining ; they 
and their Officers (even tho' a Battle had 


been loſt) had only to ſurrender, and were 


Priſoners of War. It was very different 
with the Scots, whoſe Safety depended up- 
on their not yenturing a Battle, without 
great Probability of Succeſs : But any Pro- 
poſition to poſtpone Fighting, was ill re- 


- 


ceived, and was call'd De the 


Army. I have nothing more to add, but 
that F am, —_ VVT 
ä 
Lochaber, © 
16 May, 174. Tour's, Ke, 
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